Approved For Release 2004/02/04 : CIA-RDP67B00446R000500090023-3

NEW YORK
JBURNAL AMERICAN MAR 1 1964

K e £
. TP W .}
i a x
{ SO i} . E i
A P ,
hannanete TR S E i
g H H 3 M
SR | L—m.j P T |

,En @@d \gwaeigj% By GEORGE CARROLL
i =y PR u o

N.Y. Journal-American Aviation Editor

Development of the 2,000 mile-

Bl

. an-hour A-11, as announced yes-

: B @S R En Wo r!d i . terday by President Johnson,
- i R g s g ~holds the potential of tipping the
' By MARIANNE MEANS = B . Cold War scales in favor of the
N.'Y. Joumal-Américan‘ Washington Correspondent = United States, -
" With Hoarst Headline Service - . ' 1 T 1 i
WASHINGTON, Feb. 29—President Johnson re-: | e plane would prove of im-
vealed‘today that the U. 8. has added Its military muscle mense value defensively by en-
a secrek new jet which flies three times the speed of ‘abling interception of cnemy
sound and flles higher, faster and perforins better than . 1nuclear hombhers ouf over the At-
any other plane in the world, o . . s oo i
" “The President highlighted the |———— — ., lantic Oc,c‘m’» the Arctic wastes, or
devclopment of the jot, called |yyo ot was possible because of - anywhere else far from the Amer-
—_ the A~11, at his first live tele- “major advances in aireraft- " ican mainland i
{7 vised press conference. technology of great significance ; . o . -
(. The President disclosed that | g bogh military and commercial, . Why is this se Important?
_thi new 1jet v&;lll lﬂy ove:-gi,s_og(g application.” T : Because if aircraft CR?‘}‘Vint);
miles an hour for long ran 4 The jet may have. important . . . : o 'f
aliitudes over 70,000 feet, -al-| oconnaisance possibility, for its' {,_,l}udca% bombs were Im,o cked d(?“n
‘though the plane's specific per-| peeq oy exceeds that of the; Continued
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- jJacksonville to Miami.
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Itad been reasons for
additional precautions and I
asked that the matier be care-!

fully examined and handled’
entirely by Mr. J. Edgdr Hoover
and the Sccret Service.”

Mr. Johnson sald both the
FBI Dircctor and the Sccrel
Service  “worked ‘closely to-
gether” on the security pros
blem. .

“We followed the suggestions
oullined, none of which I am
JTamiliar with In any dct'lil s
he concluded.

The White House refused ta
‘comment on a ciaim by t{he
:Miami Herald that unusual se-i
;cu11Ly steps were taken be.
.cause of the Cuhan suicida pi-
lot report.

“We are not going to. (mm-i
'mont on stories speculating
‘about Thursday's evemnts,”
Press Secretary Picrre Salinger
‘told reporters. “The scourity
arrangement taken were done
for good and sufficient rca.
sons. It is noi in. the national
interest to - discuss this maticr
Turther at this time.”

The Herald sald the Secret
Service was tipped a week agol
that a Castro agent might try
an attack ‘on Mr. Johnson's:
lane  as b traveled tzom]

The Secret Scrvice also -was
told, the Herald said, that the
agenl might try to shoot down
the .President's jet transport
'with a ground-to-air missile.|

The feevel Service in Miamil
and Sceret Service sources In
‘“Washington deified recclvmg
sueh a tip.

j It was. noteworthy, however,
lthat both Secret Service -Chief
James J. Rowlzy “and. Gerald
Behn, head of © the Whitel
/House: ‘detall, bath accom-!
panied the President on his
less than 24-hour Florida trip
over Thursday and Friday. (
i SEVERAL PRECAUTIONS

. A number of unusual se«
curity . precautions were obe-
served during Mr.
stay in Tlorida.

i The White Iouse dcclmcd
'tn release the hour- by-hour,

taking avd his party hore no ldenti-
ification numbers and: there

his craft. Three Aifr Force jict

-—was not disclosed prior to his

jwife and two daughters flew

was no Presidential secal on

lighters accompanicd the heli-
copters on the relatively short
[light.

Mr. Johnson's landing site in
Miami—a suburban golf course

arrival and as .-his Hmeousine
drove Into the city, a helicopter
hovered overhead.

- 'DIFFERENT JET
Instead of using the custom-

ary Presidential . “Air Force
One” plane, Mr. Johnson, his

to and backvfrom Florida m*,
one of three Boelng 707 A

:Force transports,

‘None was maxkrd with Ihe
Prosidential scal. Thxts 1o out--
slder would know which nav
the Johnson planc. Tdentifica-
tion marks had been painted;
out. 1

One Air ]"mce offxcr‘r ab
Andrews Al Force Base, Md..
said after  the President’s
return carly Friday-that it was
the first time lie hiad ‘ever seen
-8 military aupxaft without its

“flash number” for, {dentifica-

itlon either on - the fuselage or
\nngs "

Tk L

s

Johnson's

:schedule- of his activities in

advance of his deparfure from
Washington on Thursday,
When ]
scheduled stop at Palm Beach!
‘to visit” the ailing Joseph Py
Kennedy, father of the later
President, Mr. Johuson unex-|
pectedly switched from: his jot}

© to helicopter to complete the
© trip to Miaml.

The three Arms; Jh*llcomcza
whlcl} carrigd the Presidentj
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he made an un...

over the United
“of the cvédsh might

States, the

forre
detonate ihe

warhecads with disastrous results,
Commercial]y, development of
this supersonic transport (SST)

means that the Unit
be prepared to “go

the international race to put:
into the air the T[astest pase.
genger-carrying alrcraft.

At present,  the  British-
‘Trench entry into the commer-
‘tial specd race is the Concorde,
"rapable of doing 1,450 miles-an-
hour,

The Russians are reported fo
have developed a commercial
plane capable of traveling 1,560
miles an hour. If this country|:
sicceeds in putting its 2,000
nile-an-hour beauty into the
ajr, we will be far ahead of our
.competitors.

KEY I8 TITANIUM

The key o development of
the A-11 is the use of titanium,

This is a metal alloy havder
‘than stainless stecl and capa-
ble of withstanding heat up to
2,000 degrees fahrenieit.

A plane traveling 2,000 milcs;
an hour at altitudes 'of 70,000¢
feet would generate’ mtens«,
heat—heat _approaching the
2.000-degree-mark—because of
‘Iriction created - by its hlgh,
_speed.

Titanium has one drawback,
ihowever. It 1s difficult to’
‘process.

. And this. more than any-
thing can probably account
‘far the relatively slow progreas
‘in decveloping the A-11, '

READY ¥OR FLIGHT?

. It appears mnow, however,
hat the A-11 is almost readv

to go airborne. Wiy else wouid| .
- the White Housc suddenly Jift

ithe veil of secrecy surrounding
the A-11 program after kecp-
(ing it under wraps since 19599
;A further indication that,
ithe supersonic interceptor.
_may be operational in the near
future is contained in the De-

'fensc Department’s plans for

‘3he later part of 1964

' As things now stand, the de-

inartment plans to close [ive

basea tha.t are mmed witlr,

ed States may
for broke” in
Eomare 2. deirnse misiies.
One of ibe hsies s eaterd on
Westhampton Beach. Loi., and
another is Magaire Air ‘orce
Base near It. Dix, N.J.,
RANGE IMPURUTANT

The Bomaic has a vange of
between 206 and 400 miles, 1t
appears. then, that with thy A
11 capable of traveiio .4000
mph, the Lelense Depa.iy
is ready to zive it nrioriee overs
the Bomar: - :

The .38
pewey the 5-11 has hee
opod by the 7
vision of {he United Aircraft
Corp, The evatrach was award -
cd to'Prati \Yhitney for devel-
opment of the J-58 in August,
1353, Even {hen, Defense De-
partment officials said the en-
zine was eapable of operating
at three {times the specd .of-
sound =~ approximately 2,000
mps. .

It was Pratt-Whitney which-
tal~o developed ihe J-57 — the!
rentzine used to powel Alnerica’s
iJ-2 “spy piane, '

engine ahiel will
1 devel.
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Trarit-Whitney Di-



